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The defining keyword of 2020 was COVID-19, which rattled the entire world. The

unexpected arrival of the pandemic put our everyday life on pause, which soon
became the norm. In April this year, the Daegu Photo Biennale signed an MOU
with the Daegu Metropolitan City and the Keimyung University Dongsan Medical
Center to promote the development of local culture and art. Under the MOU,
organizers planned an exhibition in recognition of the service and sacrifice of
medical workers at Daegu Dongsan Hospital, which was designated as a COVID-19

specialized hospital in February 2020 at the height of the outbreak in the city.

“Heroes 2020” is a collection of photographs taken by medical workers, the Daegu
Fire Department, the Daegu Medical Association, the Safety & First Aid Service.
and citizens. The exhibition venue is the daycare center the staff members at
Daegu Dongsan Hospital send their children to, which adds more meaning to this
project. The images are often tilted or out of focus, as they were taken in the
middle of chaos. This gives them a sense of urgency and realism. However, in

these photos taken by 73 everyday artists, there are more smiles than fears. They



exchange high-fives or pat each other on the back after a long day's work. They
video call their families, whom they have not seen in some time. Letters of
support, donations and volunteers flock to the hospital from across the country.
The love for humanity is on display everywhere.

Mankind has evolved through the ongoing battle against viruses. COVID-19 is
certainly a great challenge for mankind, but it also demonstrates how we respond
to and overcome crises. ‘Heroes 2020” is more than a simple acknowledgment of
the service of healthcare professionals. It is a wake-up call to how we should live
our lives and society should evolve. While I cannot predict how visitors will
respond to this exhibition, keeping a positive and hopeful attitude may be exactly
what we need in modern-day life.



